
 1

Selected References Related to Cohabitation Research 
Compiled by Scott M. Stanley and Galena H. Rhoades 

University of Denver 
 
Axinn, W. G., and Barber, J. S. (1997). Living arrangements and family formation attitudes in 
early adulthood. Journal of Marriage and the Family 59, 595-611. 
 
Axinn, W. G., & Thornton, A. (1992). The relationship between cohabitation and divorce: 
Selectivity or causality? Demography, 29(3), 357-374. 
 
Brown, S. L. (2000). The effect of union type on psychology well-being: Depression among 
cohabiters versus marrieds. Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 41, 241-255. 
 
Brown, S. L. (2002). Child well-being in cohabiting families. In A. Booth & A. C. Crouter 
(Eds.), Just living together: Implications of cohabitation for children, families, and social policy 
(pp. 173–187). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 
 
Brown, S. L. (2004). Family structure and child well-being: The significance of parental 
cohabitation. Journal of Marriage and Family, 66, 351-367. 
 
Brown, S. L. (2004b). Moving from cohabitation to marriage: effects on relationship quality. 
Social Science Research, 33, 1-20. 
 
Brown, S. L., & Booth, A. (1996). Cohabitation versus marriage: A comparison of relationship 
quality. Journal of Marriage and Family, 58, 668-678. 
 
Brown, S. L., & Manning, W. D. (2005).  Family structure measurement: Reconciling 
adolescent and mother reports of cohabiting stepfamilies.  Paper presented at the Cohabitation: 
Advancing Theory and Research Conference at Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, 
OH. 
 
Bumpass, L. L., & Lu, H.-H. (2000). Trends in cohabitation and implications for Children’s 
family contexts in the United States. Population Studies, 54(1), 29 – 41.  
 
Bumpass, L. L., Sweet, J. A., & Cherlin, A. (1991). The role of cohabitation in declining rates of 
marriage. Journal of Marriage and Family, 53, 913–927. 
 
Casper, L. M., & Bianchi, S. M. (2001). Continuity and change in the American family. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
 
Ciabattari, T.  (2004).  Cohabitation and Housework: The Effects of Marital Intentions.  Journal 
of Marriage and Family, 66, 118 – 125.   
 
Cohan, C. L., & Kleinbaum, S. (2002). Toward a greater understanding of the cohabitation 
effect: Premarital cohabitation and marital communication. Journal of Marriage and Family, 64, 
180-192. 



 2

 
DeMaris, A., & Leslie, G. R. (1984). Cohabitation with future spouse: Its influence upon marital 
satisfaction and communication. Journal of Marriage and Family, 46, 77-84. 
 
DeMaris, A., & MacDonald, W.  (1993).  Premarital cohabitation and marital instability: A test 
of the unconventionality hypothesis.  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 55, 399 – 407.   
 
DeMaris, A., & Rao, V. (1992). Premarital cohabitation and subsequent marital stability in the 
United States: A reassessment. Journal of Marriage and Family, 54, 178-190. 
 
Edin, K., Kefalas, M. J., & Reed, J. M. (2004).  A peek inside the black box: What marriage 
means for poor unmarried parents.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 66, 1007–1014.   
 
Forste, R., & Tanfer, K. (1996). Sexual Exclusivity Among Dating, Cohabiting, and Married 
Women. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 58, 33-37. 
 
Glenn, N. D. (2002). A plea for greater concern about the quality of marital matching. In A. J. 
Hawkins, L. D. Wardle, and D. O. Coolidge (Eds.), Revitalizing the institution of marriage for 
the twenty-first century: An agenda for strengthening marriage (pp. 45-58). Westport, CT: 
Praeger. 
 
Kamp Dush, C. M., Cohan, C. L., & Amato, P. R. (2003). The Relationship between cohabitation 
and marital quality and stability: Change across cohorts? Journal of Marriage and Family, 65, 
539-549. 
 
Kline, G. H., Stanley, S. M., Markman, H. J., Olmos-Gallo, P. A., St. Peters, M., Whitton, S. W., 
& Prado, L. (2004). Timing is everything: Pre-engagement cohabitation and increased risk for 
poor marital outcomes. Journal of Family Psychology, 18, 311-318. 
 
Lichter, D. T., Batson, C. D., & Brown, J. B. (2004).  Welfare reform and marriage promotion: 
The marital expectations and desires of single and cohabiting mothers. Social Science Review, 
March, 2004, 2-25.  
 
Lichter, D. T., & Graefe, D. R. (2001).  Finding a mate: The marital and cohabitation histories of 
unwed mothers. In Out of wedlock: Causes and consequences of nonmarital fertility (pp. 317 – 
343). New York: Russell Sage Foundation.  
 
Lichter, D. T., & Qian, Z.  (2005, November).  Serial cohabitation and transitions to healthy 
marriage.  Paper presented at The Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management 
Conference, Washington D. C. 
 
Lichter, D. T., & Qian, Z. (in press).  Serial cohabitation and the marital life course.  Journal of 
Marriage and Family.   
 
Lillard, L. A., Brien, M. J., & Waite, L. J. (1995). Premarital cohabitation and subsequent marital 
dissolution: A matter of self-selection? Demography, 32(3), 437-457. 



 3

 
Lindsay, J. M. (2000). An ambiguous commitment: Moving into a cohabiting relationship. 
Journal of Family Studies, 6(1), 120-134. 
 
Manning, W. D. (2004). Children and the Stability of Cohabiting Couples.  Journal of  
Marriage and Family, 66, 674 - 689.  
 
Manning, W. D., & Brown, S. L. (2006). Children’s Economic Well-Being in Married  
and Cohabiting Parent Families.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 68, 345 - 362.  
 
Manning, W. D., & Smock, P. J. (2002). First comes cohabitation and then comes  
marriage? A research note. Journal of Family Issues, 23(8), 1065-1087. 
 
Manning, W. D., & Smock, P. J. (2005).  Measuring and modeling cohabitation: New 
perspectives from qualitative data.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 67, 989 - 1002. 
 
Nock, S. L. (1995). A comparison of marriages and cohabiting relationships. Journal of Family 
Issues, 16, 53-76. 
 
Raley, R. K., & Bumpass, L. (2003).  The topography of the divorce plateau: Levels and trends 
in union stability in the United States after 1980.  Demographic Research, 8, 245-260.  
 
Rhoades, G. K., Petrella, J. N., Stanley, S. M., & Markman, H. J. (2006). Premarital cohabitation, 
husbands' dedication, and wives' satisfaction with the division of household contribution. 
Marriage and Family Review, 40(4), 5 - 22.   
 
Rhoades, G. K., Stanley, S. M., & Markman, H. J. (2009). Working with cohabitation in 
relationship education and therapy. Journal of Couple and Relationship Therapy, 8, 95-112. 
 
Rhoades, G. K., Stanley, S. M., & Markman, H. J. (2009). The pre-engagement cohabitation 
effect: A replication and extension of previous findings. Journal of Family Psychology, 23, 107-
111.   
 
Rhoades, G. K., Stanley, S. M., & Markman, H. J. (2009). Couples' reasons for cohabitation: 
Associations with individual well-being and relationship quality. Journal of Family Issues, 30, 
233 - 258. 
 
Rhoades, G. K., Stanley, S. M., Markman, H. J. (2006). Pre-engagement cohabitation and gender 
asymmetry in marital commitment.  Journal of Family Psychology, 20, 553-560. 
 
Sassler, S. (2004).  The process of entering into cohabiting unions.  Journal of Marriage and 
Family, 66, 491-505.   
 
Smock, P.J. (2000). Cohabitation in the United States: An appraisal of research themes, findings, 
and implications. Annual Review of Sociology, 26, 1-20.  
 



 4

Smock, P. J. (2004). The wax and wane of marriage: Prospects for marriage in the 21st century. 
Journal of Marriage and Family, 66, 966–979. 
 
Smock, P. J., & Manning, W. D. (2004).  Living together unmarried in the United States: 
Demographic perspectives and implications for family policy.  Law & Policy, 26, 87-117.  
 
Smock, P., Manning, W., & Porter, M. (2005).  “Everything's There Except Money": How 
Money Shapes Decisions to Marry Among Cohabitors.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 67, 
680-696. 
 
Stanley, S. M. (2002, July).  What is it with Men and Commitment, Anyway? Keynote address to 
the 6th Annual Smart Marriages Conference.  Washington D. C.  (paper is available on the PREP 
website www.prepinc.com) 
 
Stanley, S. M., Amato, P. R., Johnson, C. A., & Markman, H. J. (2006).  Premarital education, 
marital quality, and marital stability: Findings from a large, random, household survey. Journal 
of Family Psychology, 20, 117-126. 
 
Stanley, S. M., Kline, G. H., & Markman, H. J. (2005, February). The inertia hypothesis: Sliding 
vs. deciding in the development of risk for couples in marriage. Paper presented at the 
Cohabitation: Advancing Research and Theory Conference, Bowling Green, OH. 
 
Stanley, S. M., & Rhoades, G. K. (2009). Marriages at risk: Relationship formation and 
opportunities for relationship education. In H. Benson and S. Callan (Eds.), What works in 
relationship education: Lessons from academics and service deliverers in the United States and 
Europe (pp. 21 - 44). Doha, Qatar: Doha International Institute for Family Studies and 
Development. 
 
Stanley, S. M., Rhoades, G. K., & Markman, H. J.  (2006).  Sliding vs. Deciding: Inertia and the 
premarital cohabitation effect.  Family Relations, 55, 499 - 509. 
 
Stanley, S. M., Whitton, S. W., & Markman, H. J.  (2004). Maybe I do: Interpersonal 
commitment and premarital or nonmarital cohabitation. Journal of Family Issues, 25, 496-519. 
 
Teachman, J. D. (2003). Premarital sex, premarital cohabitation, and the risk of subsequent 
marital dissolution among women. Journal of Marriage and Family, 65(2), 444-455. 
 
Teachman, J. D.  (2008).  Complex Life Course Patterns and the Risk of Divorce in Second  
Marriages.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 70, 294 - 305.   
 
Thornton, A., Axinn, W. G., & Hill, D. H. (1992).  Reciprocal effects of religiosity, cohabitation, 
and marriage.  American Journal of Sociology, 98, 628- 651. 
 
Thornton, A., & Young-DeMarco, L. (2001).  Four decades of trends in attitudes toward family 
issues in the United States: The 1960s through the 1990s.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 63, 
1009-1037.   



 5

 
Whitehead, B. D., & Popenoe, D.  (2002). The State of Our Unions: The Social Health of 
Marriage in America.  Piscataway, NJ: National Marriage Project. 
 
Xu, X., Hudspeth, C. D., & Bartkowski, J. P. (2006).  The role of cohabitation in remarriage.  
Journal of Marriage and Family, 68, 261-274.   


